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portion of otir population. In the pre- 
sent instance, tliis tendency to danger 
was still farther increased by the highly 
injuclicious stimulus of party politits. 



OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS. 

Ata meeting of tha Frreliolikfs ofthi County of 
Middlesex, held at Hackney ort the 9ti inst. 

It was RESOtVEO; 

That in a petition preseotedto, and enter- 
ed on tlie Jotirnals of the House of Com- 
monf on the 6th of May< 1 793j i t w^s aver- 
red, and offered to Ije proved at the bar, 
"that 154 individuals (Peers and othcrii) 
•lid, bv their own authority, appointor 
Jirocure tfie return of 307 members of that 
house (exclusive Of those fi'oih Scotland) 
tt-ho were thus enabled to decide all ques- 
tions in the nailie of the whole people of 
Great Britdiu." 

That in » report lately presented to the 
said House, it appears that a large pro- 
portion of the members thereof are place- 
men and pensioners^ dependant on the 
crown. 

That in a petition presented to the said 
Ilonsey anrl enteied on its Journals, on the 
9lh of December, 1190, k was averfed, 
that "seats therein were as notoriously 
rented and bought as the standings for 
eattle at a fair," vVhiCh assertion Wis then 
r:sented in that house as "scandalous afid 
libellous." But when Lord Castlereagh 
was, on the 1 tth of May lastj accused of 
iKiviug sold a scat, he was screened from 
punishment on the plea of the extrente 
notoriety of the practice) a practice which 
variousof its meoibers unblusbingly justi- 
fied. 

That when seats in the Commons-hotise 
of Parliament are bought and sold, the 
people, their lav^sand liberties, are bought 
aud sold. 

Thai; while these 6orrUpltons continiie to 
eiist, the people are depVived of their lait- 
fnl shaie of the goveinmeut, by repre- 
sentation in the Comiilons-houMe of par- 
liament, which share has been usurped by 
a -corrupt and unconstitutional oligar- 
chy .of J)urongh-mongers, 

That Ueformon constitutional principles 
encourages to hope that the expenses^ 
dtaorders and tumults attending elections 
would be avoided— the rights and liberties 
of the people secured"-^laxes reduced-^the 
unequal and grievous impositions of the 
property tax removed, ajid future burthens 
prevented, corruption then would be no 
loHger necessary; Iriucli less avOwed to 
be necessary for the tdministratiotf of pub- 
lic affairs. 

That the king and bis people have bat 



one interest, but borough-mongefs haVe 
an interest separate from eachj and ini- 
mical to both, and as a complete Reform 
in the representation, is the only meafas 
of destroying the corrupt influence of the 
latter, so it is particularly requisite in 
these times foi- the preservation of both 
king and people. 

That the thanksof this meeting be given 
to Sir P. Buiileft, hart, for calling on the 
hodse to take into consideration the neces- 
sity of Refortn in the representation ; that 
he be requestfed to renew his motion early 
in the next sessioni And that we recom- 
mend to counties, citiesj large toiwns, and 
boroughs, to press tlie subject on the at- 
tention of the house of commons, by res* 
pectfui and earnest petitions; 

It was moved and seconded that a peti- 
tion be presented to the honourable House 
of Commons, which petition having been 
read and agreed to, it was resolved — 

That the petition now read be signed 
bythe sheriffs and freeholders, and deliVfr- 
ed to Geoi^e Byng, esq. to be pfesented 
to the house. 

That George Byng, esq. and William 
Mellish, esq. our Representative^ in par- 
liament, are hereby instructed to support 
the same. 

That the thanks of this meeting be given 
to George Byng, esq. one of our represen- 
tatives, for his general conduct in parlia- 
ment/ and for his efibrts in favour of a 
constitutional reform in the representa-" 
tion. — (carried unanimously.) 

That the Thanks of this meeting be 
given to Joshua Jonathan Smith, esq. and 
Claudius Stephen Hunter, esq. the high-' 
^eriffof the county, for their attention 
to the freeholders, in so promptly calling 
this meeting, tfnd for their impartial con* 
dudt in the chair this day-«^( carried una- 
nimously.) 

That an address to his Majesty be now 
read and considered. 

I'he address to the king having been 
read J 

It was resolved. 

That this court having already deter- 
mined to present a petition to the House of 
Commons, any further petition or address 
is at present unnecessary. 

That the above resolutions be signed by 
the sheriff, and published irr the news- 
papers, 

/. J. Smvth, 7 „. ._ 

Claodi^s S. HuNtER, J ^'^"^• 

That the thanks of this meeting be given 

to Major Cartwright, for bis perseverance 

and ability intbecavise Of paiiiamentary 

reform. 



